[The future of radiation oncology: technology, ethical considerations and economical aspects].
We are facing a real technical revolution in radiation oncology. The radiation oncologist is pushed by the industry to implement rapidly new and "high-tech" therapeutic modalities. All of the technical improvements are obviously aiming at an increase in the therapeutic index. However, one should be cautious before implementing on a large scale those technical innovations as no one really knows neither what the possible impact is on medical outcome (efficacy, toxicity and risk), nor what the economical consequences will be. It is our duty as radiation oncologists to make a comprehensive estimation of the impacts in order to be able to set up guidelines for use that are both ethical and in respectful of human dignity.